The transplant industry in southern Georgia began in 1908 when a few growers in the Tifton area started to produce field-grown plants for sale to home gardeners and producers in more northern areas (I). Attempts to mtabish the industry on a commercial scale began in 1914 when an Indiana tomato packing company arranged with several Tifton area growers to plant 77 1 kg of seed for transplant production. This first commercial venture was not totally successful because growers had limited experience producing transplants on such a large scale and because a late freeze injured plants. However, the growen learned as additional plantings were attempted during [1915] [1916] [1917] . The commercial industry was established successfully in I91 8, when plantings were extensive in the Tifton area.
Southern Georgia was especially suitable for tomato transplant production because plant harvest coincided with recommended transplanting dates in the northeastern and midwestetn states. Field-grown plants were desirable kcause they were sturdier and less susceptible to transplant shock than plants from greenhouses or cold frames. Another major advantage was their competitive price.
By 1934 more than 1,000 ha in Tifton and surrounding counties were devotd to tomato transplant production, and I50 million transplants were shipped to northern fruit producers. Production continued to increase and reached 4,112 ha by 1946. By the late 1940s and early 1950s, more than 90% of transplants for production of processing tornaioes in the central and Atlantic states were grown in the South, mostly in southern Georgia.
Transplant Production
Until recently, the southern United States has been the major source of fieldgrown tomato transplants for the northDr. Gitaitis 
Containerized Transplants Grown In the Greenhouse
Although once used exclusively for fresh market crops, con~ainer-grown tomato transplants in recent years have found a place in the processing tomato market. More expensive than fieldgrown transplants. containerized transplants grow more uniformIy and survive equally well under most field conditions. Seeds are planted into individual cells of expanded or hard polystyrene containers. The cells are inverted cones or pyramids with open bottoms to permit air-pruning of roots. Planted flats are watered and placed in a germination chamber for 3 days. The trays then are Plant DiseaselJuly 1992 651
